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Jesus Christ and the Founding of America
By Gary DeMar

F DEISM WAS so prevalent in the
founding of America, then why don’t the
oﬃcial documents reﬂect deistic beliefs?
Congress proclaimed days of fasting and
thanksgiving annually throughout the
period when the War for Independence
was fought. On March 6, 776, Congress
called for a “day of Humiliation, Fasting
and Prayer” throughout the colonies.
The Proclamation stated that it is the
“indispensable duty of these hitherto free
and happy colonies, with
true penitence of heart,
and the most reverent
devotion, publicly to
acknowledge the over
ruling providence of God;
to confess and deplore
our oﬀences against
him; and to supplicate
his interposition for
averting the threatened
danger, and prospering
our strenuous eﬀorts in
the cause of freedom,
virtue, and posterity.”
There was the recognition
of “God’s superintending
providence.” These
statements alone are
enough to dispel any
notion of deism. But
there’s more. The people
were called on to bewail
their “manifold sins and
transgressions, and, by
a sincere repentance
and amendment of life,
appease his righteous
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displeasure, and, through the merits and
mediation of Jesus Christ, obtain his
pardon and forgiveness; humbly imploring
his assistance to frustrate the cruel
purposes of our unnatural enemies.” James
H. Hutson writes that “This document is
characteristic of the numerous fasts and
thanksgiving day proclamations issued by
Congress throughout the Revolutionary
War. All contained Christian language,
though not in every case a speciﬁc
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invocation of the “merits and mediation of
Jesus Christ.” Massachusetts ordered that a
“suitable Number” of these proclamations
be printed so “that each of the religious
Assemblies in this Colony, may be
furnished with a Copy of the same” and

added the motto “God
Save This People” as a
substitute for the usual
“God Save the King.”1
On November , 777,
the Continental Congress
proclaimed a day of
public thanksgiving for
the recent victory at
Saratoga. Congress set
December 8, 777 as a
day of thanksgiving on
which the American
people “may express the
grateful feelings of their
hearts and consecrate
themselves to the
service of their divine
benefactor” and on
which they might “join
the penitent confession
of their manifold sins
. . . that it may please
God, through the
merits of Jesus Christ,
mercifully to forgive
and blot them out of
remembrance.” Congress
also recommended
that Americans petition God “to prosper
the means of religion for the promotion
and enlargement of that kingdom which
consisteth in righteousness, peace and joy
in the Holy Ghost.”2
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